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Department of Oncology
Face Coverings and Fluid Resistant Surgical Masks Policy (incorporating Training)


There is increasing evidence that wearing face masks/ coverings can reduce transmission of coronavirus from an infected person to others.

The University and colleges have therefore introduced a policy on face masks/coverings to be worn indoors and from 7th September Staff, students and visitors will be required to wear face coverings whilst in university buildings. Exemptions for individuals and exceptions for particular settings are set out below.

Face coverings / masks are not a substitute for 2m social distancing and hygiene measures.

Exemptions:

The requirement to wear face coverings will not apply to those who have a legitimate reason including:

· Not being able to put on, wear, or remove a face covering because of a physical or mental illness or impairment, or disability 
· If putting on, wearing, or removing a face covering will cause severe distress 
· Where interacting with someone who uses lip reading to communicate, or who has social communication impairments.

You will not be asked to provide evidence of the types of exemptions described above.

You will also be exempt from wearing a face covering:

· When alone in single occupancy offices, or when seated at a desk in a shared office (provided in all cases 2m social distancing is consistently maintained).
· Face masks/coverings do not need to be worn when eating or drinking (provided in all cases that 2m social distancing is consistently maintained)

Face coverings versus Face Masks?

· A face mask would typically be a fluid-resistant disposable surgical mask provided by the Department where a risk assessment deems them necessary. 
· A face covering is usually a re-usable cloth covering for the nose and mouth and should be provided by individuals.
Locations where Face Coverings will be required:

1. Office and communal areas
· Face coverings are required to be worn.
· Used face coverings must be placed in labelled sealable plastic bags in order to take home for washing. 

1. Laboratory areas: 

2.1: ORCRB and RRI

Face coverings:
In many laboratory or workshop settings, so long as a face covering fits the individual well, and has no loose parts hanging down that may come into direct contact with other hazards, the risk of contamination is likely to be minimal. 

Used face coverings must be removed before leaving the lab and placed in labelled sealable plastic bags in order to take home for washing (as appropriate to the material / washing instructions of your covering). 

Provided that your covering is clean and dry, the face covering may be reused (provided you have kept it clean and appropriately stored between uses).

Spare clean face coverings should be kept available in sealable plastic bags to ensure they do not become contaminated prior to use.

If your face covering becomes wet or dirty you must change your face covering. This may mean that you have to bring in / use several face coverings each day. 

Face Masks:
There will be certain locations or activities where the risk of wearing a face covering for a particular activity is deemed to be unacceptable and instead a face mask should be worn.  Face coverings can be worn for standard laboratory work which does not involve (but is not limited to):

· Open source radioactive work
· Work with human tissue or blood
· Work with animals
· Work within a fume hood

A risk assessment for activities must be undertaken by each group to identify any unacceptable risks. The Oncology department will provide 3- or 4-ply fluid-resistant surgical face masks for staff in such settings, if wearing a personal face covering would present an unacceptable risk of contamination/insufficient protection. In essence, consider that if the substances that you are working with got onto your face covering, should you take it home to wash? If the answer is no, then a single use disposable face mask is required.
Face masks must be disposed of before leaving the lab by placing in the labelled yellow pedal bins at the entrance to each lab.

Face masks/coverings do not constitute PPE but should be regarded as additional protection against COVID. If face mask/covering is contaminated with hazardous material, it should be disposed of immediately through an appropriate waste stream.

2.2: WIMM

Face masks must be worn. 
Face masks can be obtained from the Oncology Facilities Office. If your face mask becomes wet or dirty you must change it. Face masks must be disposed of before leaving the lab by placing into the grey autoclave boxes.


1. Workshop
Face masks can be worn for all activities
Face coverings can be worn for work which does not involve (but is not limited to):

· Machining metal or wood

Face masks must be disposed of before leaving the workshop by placing in the labelled yellow pedal bin at the LINAC entrance.

Used face coverings must be removed before leaving the workshop and placed in labelled sealable plastic bags in order to take home for washing. 

Spare clean face coverings should be kept available in plastic bags to ensure they do not become contaminated prior to use.

If your face covering becomes wet or dirty you must change your face covering. This may mean that you have to bring in / use several face coverings each day. 


1. Training
There are two types of training; Basic Training and Close Contact Training.

4.1 Basic Training:
Training where a minimum of 2m social distance is maintained at all times for any length of time is permitted providing that BOTH Trainer and Trainee:

4.1.1: ORCRB and RRI

· Wear face coverings or masks (dependent upon the activity)
· Wear prescription lab specs OR visor

You will not be required to wear a visor in addition to safety specs or prescription specs, but in all cases a face mask/covering should be worn.
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4.1.2: WIMM

· Wear face coverings or masks (dependent upon the activity)
· Wear (prescription) lab specs AND visor

This applies to standard general laboratory techniques and can be commenced upon editing your Appendix 18.
Please update your Appendix 18 Risk Assessment and submit to Caroline Fitchett/DSO as for any normal update. 

4.2 Close Contract Training:
Close contact training (training that requires contact of closer than 2m for any length of time) will be permitted in the Oncology Department from 5th October.

4.2.1: ORCRB and RRI
BOTH Trainer and Trainee must:

· Wear face coverings or masks (dependent upon the activity)
· Wear prescription lab specs OR visor
For ORCRB and RRI a specific separate risk assessment identifying all other mitigations should be written and submitted to the Oncology DSAC (e.g. for microscope and FACS training), PRIOR to any training commencing. Only once this is approved may you Commence Close Contact training.

4.2.2: WIMM
BOTH trainer and Trainee must:

· Wear face coverings or masks (dependent upon the activity) 
· Wear (prescription) lab specs AND visor
Please update your Appendix 18 Risk Assessment and submit to Kathryn Robson as for any normal update. 








Face coverings (supplied by individual) should:
· cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably 
· fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face 
· be secured to the head with ties or ear loops 
· be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton ideally and include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation recommends three depending on the fabric used). 
· The face covering may include a clear panel to allow for lip reading. 
· unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged

Care and Maintenance:
Proper use, care, and maintenance of face coverings are an individual’s responsibility. When wearing a face covering you should: 
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face covering on
· avoid wearing on your neck or forehead 
· avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could become contaminated with the virus 
· change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it 

When putting on or removing a face covering: 
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting on and removing 
· only handle the straps, ties or clips 
· do not share with someone else to use 
· store it in a plastic bag and wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the fabric 
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed.

When putting on or removing a face mask: 
· wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting on and removing 
· only handle the straps, ties or clips 
· do not share with someone else to use 
· place used face masks into the yellow pedal bins for disposal

Please see link below for University face coverings policy and FAQs
https://www.ox.ac.uk/coronavirus/health/face-coverings 
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